



FEATURE ARTIST FOR FEBRUARY
A HOME TOWN GIRL WITH BIG DREAMS
BREANNE URBAN is becoming a household name in Lethbridge and Southern Alberta. [image: image1.jpg]


No wonder. She has been singing since she was five. Breanne has a great attitude towards her career and I personally have no doubt that she will go far. This weekend, Feb.3 & 4, Breanne will be at Casino Lethbridge with her band Southern Flyer. They are welcoming a new member to the band, Alex Thomson. Brea also told me they have a few new songs they will be adding to the show. So if you haven’t seen Breanne Urban or Southern Flyer perform, this weekend would be a great chance to do so. Breanne and Southern Flyer will hit the stage at 9:00 p.m. both Friday and Saturday (Casino Lethbridge).
I spoke with Breanne yesterday about her career, the music, and her plans to head to Nashville in the summer. 


 Interview with Breanne Urban
By Donna May 



CMC: What kind of music did you listen to growing up?
Breanne: Not country, …I grew up on stuff like AC/DC, Prism, Toronto. So, growing up, not at all country music.
CMC: So where did the country music influences come from then?
Breanne: It was my grandparents who listened to country music. I’ve been slowly converting my parents!
CMC: When did you decide that you wanted to pursue music as a career?
Breanne: When I was really young, like 5 or 6. I wanted to sing ‘I Will Always Love You” at a retirement assembly at the school. So I went and talked to the vice principal, and she said, “Well, ok”. So, I sang in front of about 800 people. And that was it, I was hooked.
CMC: Do you still get nervous before a performance?
Breanne: Oh yeah, I always get nervous. But as soon as I get on the stage and I see the crowd I just start to have fun. It’s where I really want to be, so my nerves just disappear.

CMC: Has your family always been supportive of your goals in music?
Breanne: Extremely. Mom drives me everywhere and Dad comes to all the shows. They have always supported me. Dad & Brad are my bodyguards (laughing). And I call my Mom my ‘Momager’ (mom & manager)

CMC: How did you get involved with your current band “Southern Flyer”?
Breanne: The rhythm guitar player had heard about me and he called me up. So I went to hear them. They are just awesome and I just fell in love with them, and everything just kind of took off from there.

CMC : I understand you have a new band member …
Breanne: Yes, Alex Thomson. We are really happy to have him with us. He’s our new bass player, just an awesome guy, good sense of humor, loves to play. He’s a great addition to the band.

CMC: What have been some really positive things that have surprised you about the music business so far?
Breanne: I would have to say the people. Every one is so welcoming. Everyone has been so supportive and so down to earth. It really is like everyone says it is. Like one big family.

CMC: I know that you have written or co-written some songs…tell me about the song-writing experience for you …is it easy or difficult?
Breanne: I would have to say for me it is difficult. If I was co-writing I didn’t find it as hard, but for me to come up with an idea off the top of my head, I find that difficult. I co-wrote with Ian Prince who won a Grammy with Quincy Jones quite a while back.

CMC: Tell me about your upcoming plans. You are going to Nashville…. What is that process going to be?
Breanne: Yes, I am so excited. I am going to hook up with Cyril Rawson. He is a songwriter and producer. Also, a friend of mine that I went to school with lives in Nashville. He works at a studio and he knows a lot of record reps. So we are going to do the CD and then set up a bunch of meetings and stuff like that .I could go to Toronto and do it, but I’ve never been Ontario bound, so to speak, Tennessee is where I want to go!

CMC : Is moving to Nashville something you want to do?
Breanne : If it is required maybe, I’m not a big city girl, so probably not if I didn’t have to. I would eventually like to live in B.C.

CMC : What do you find a real challenge for you at this point?
Breanne: I would have to say picking the songs. There are so many great songs that have been coming in from writers in Ontario and Nashville. So just finding the right ones to put on the album. There can only be 11 or 12 songs, so that’s the hard part right now.

CMC: You share the same last name with one of today’s most successful country artists… do a lot of people ask you if Urban is your real name?
Breanne : The first time I was asked if my name was real was when I got my first business cards when I was about 9 years old. He thought that I made it up. Now of course, everyone asks, “Are you related to Keith Urban?” “Can you get me a picture?”. It’s kind of funny.

CMC: Whose CD’s are you listening to these days?
Breanne : I’ve got Gretchen Wilson in my car deck right now, and I’ve been listening to a lot of SugarLand. I listen to a little hip-hop and old rock, but primarily it’s country. Any music is good music.

We couldn't agree more......Go out and support our local artists !!!
See you at Casino Lethbridge !!
