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Breanne Urban is raising money to
~ record an album in Nashville.
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By AL BEEBER
Lethbridge Herald

he’s 19, working full-time, paying

for a mortgage and dreaming of a

life as a country music star.

“It’s kind of a wishy-washy

dream to some people but it's what I
want to do,” says Breanne Urban, who
sings regularly with country rock outfit
Southern Flyer.

“I think about it all the time. I can taste
it,” she says of a career in country music.

Urban has no formal vocal training —
“it’s such a distinct sound I don't know if
you pick it up when you're young or
what,” she says.

Urban is a self-professed yodeller and
admits “it can get a little out of hand.”

A fixture on the local music scene since
she was in elementary school, Urban is
making plans to record a demo CD in
Nashville next summer with Cyril
Rawson, a producer who has written
music for Keith Urban, Gretchen Wilson
and others. She’s hoping to hit Nashville
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become an

in July and August and record all the
tracks for her album in about five days.
After the tracks are laid, it’s just a matter
of shipping discs out to record
companies and hoping someone takes
notice.

Her producer has lined up a couple of
songwriters to create material for the
album. Urban, who plays guitar and
writes, isn't sure if she’ll contribute any
original songs to the disc.

“There’s a lot of luck involved in this
business. It's a matter of being in the right
place at the right time but I don’t know
what else to do.”

Urban is a fan of such country stars as
Terri Clark and Martina McBride. If her
career as a singer doesn't pan out, she
still hopes to be involved with the
business end of the music industry.

“Eventually, I want to get a degree in
business management.”

Urban expects the studio time will cost
her about $30,000, so she will be doing
fundraisers in a couple of months. The
first is Dec. 16 at the Blarney Stone.

Local singer sets her sights on
recording an album in Nashville
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Urban started singing when she was
six, performing at an elementary school
assembly for her retiring principal after
insisting to her mom she had to do it.

Her mom resisted the youngster “but I
told her I wasn't getting anywhere with
her,” so the precocious child went over
her mom’s head and ended up
performing in front of 700 people.

Urban started singing regularly at nine
in front of crowds at Henderson Lake
stadium ball games and says her parents
have supported her dreams.

At 10, she performed at the Calgary
Stampede youth talent showdown and
has also appeared at Edmonton’s
Klondike Days, Dauphin Country Fest
and Whoop-Up Days.

She’s also been a regular on the annual
Lethbridge Regional Hospital telethon.
She has opened for Canadian country
artists Adam Gregory and Julian Austin.

Urban has her own website,
breanneurban.com, where country fans
can sample her work and check out her
Southern Flyer bandmates.





